HARD EVIDENCE  
The Channel 4 DOCUMENTARY ‘Sri Lanka Killing Fields’ 

The Channel 4 account of “the Killing Fields of Sri Lanka” that went on air on the 14th of June 2011, provided corroborative visual evidence in the form of eyewitness accounts, amateur film footage, photographs and mobile phone videos.  The 48 minute film depicted "…death, injury, execution and evidence of sexual abuse and murder".
Two distinct kinds of footage had gone into the making of Channel 4's account of the closing weeks of the war against the Tamil Tigers. The first two sections consisted mainly of amateur film made by civilians, shot by the victims themselves, during or in the immediate aftermath of being shelled, trapped in the appalling "no fire zones" that were established by the Sri Lankan government. The footage was knowingly recorded to document crimes witnessed by the filmmakers.  The footage, graphic and deeply disturbing, attests to the criminal acts perpetrated during duration of the conflict.
The final third of the program focused on mobile phone films of a series of live executions of prisoners, and the disposal and abuse of raped and mutilated bodies, filmed by the murderers themselves as trophy footage. Other soldiers could be seen filming the scenes with their phones at the same time.  The film testimony provides incontrovertible evidence that war crimes had taken place.
Channel 4's film addressed -serious acts of omission as well – the failure of the international community to effectively protest against the treatment of civilians in the closing stages of the civil war constitutes a serious charge against the international community which via the Responsibility to Protect doctrine, as outlined by SG Ban Ki Moon, has an obligation; “ (Principle Three) focuses on the responsibility of international community to take timely and decisive action to prevent and halt mass atrocities when a State is manifestly failing to protect its populations”. [14] 
It began with the withdrawal of the United Nations from Kilinochchi, where the Tamil population centered in the north, after the Sri Lankan government had announced that it could no longer guarantee the safety of the UN mission, a move interpreted here as a premeditated plan to remove inconvenient witnesses. The "no fire zones" turned out to be a fatal ruse, being repeatedly shelled and subjecting civilians to injury and cruel death.  Tamils makeshift hospitals were hit so frequently that they eventually asked the Red Cross not to pass on their GPS co-ordinates to the Sri Lanka military, fearing that they were being used for targeting rather than protective enclave from belligerent acts..

In the first half of the documentary it conclusively confirmed the belief that the Sri Lankans would pause after one shell and then fire another to intentionally kill the rescuers.  It did corroborate eyewitness descriptions of appalling conditions on the shrinking strip of land occupied by the Tamils. Because it was filmed by the victims, it's all too easy for the Sri Lankan government to argue that it represents only the chaos of an ugly war, rather than hard evidence of a war crime. The Sri Lankan government used the strategy  to dismiss the evidence  as a fake, but the documentary incontrovertibly showed footage of Sri Lankan soldiers executing prisoners in cold blood. For Channel 4's technical analysts it was not fabricated, and nobody would think it would have looked fake other than any viewer from within the Sri Lankan High Commission. "These are our state property. Let's shoot," said an off-camera voice, as bound prisoners were murdered.  Is there no one here with the balls to shoot a terrorist?" yelled another soldier, impatient with his colleagues' irresolution in front of three kneeling prisoners. Most horrific of all of the footage was the ogling trophy footage of dead women stripped naked: "I really want to cut her tits off," if no one was around," was muttered by one of the filmed participants.

The removal of the UN staff from Kilinochchi on 15th September 2008 based on the orders of the Sri Lankan government left virtually no international witnesses in the area. After the UN had withdrawn, the Sri Lankan military launched a massive offensive into the Tamil Tiger held areas and captured Kilinochchi in January 2009. Hundreds of thousands of civilians fled the onslaught. Over the following four months they were trapped in an ever decreasing area and constantly bombed by the Sri Lankan military.[15] Tens of thousands died as result of deliberate Sri Lankan military fire.[16] The harrowing ordeal suffered by the civilians was filmed.
The program features the first video testimony of a Tamil woman who says she and her daughter were gang-raped by Sri Lankan Army soldiers. The film reinforces the findings of the UN panel – namely that combatants of both sides committed war crimes and crimes against humanity.  It documents by graphic footage in a documentary format of the outrages of human rights and humanitarian law violations that lasts one hour. For many it has a greater impact than a written report and its showing should be encouraged for all those who question the claimed violations of human rights claimed by the critics of the combatant’s actions, strategies and behavior.  There is ample evidence and testimony that the Sri Lankan Army systematically and knowingly bombed hospitals and civilians, with the oversight and possible approval of senior military and government officials.
The Sri Lankan government's only response to these documents has been to question Channel 4's "standards and fairness", presumably confident that there's no great appetite in the international community to pursue the matter. The failure of the UN Security Council to insist on an independent investigation is "inexplicable and morally quite indefensible," said Steve Crawshaw of Amnesty International. But it's all too explicable I fear, even if the explanation involves a squalid combination of realpolitik and self-interest. "Will they be failed again?" asked Snow, the principal commentator of the Ch. 4 documentary, at the end, over footage of Tamil civilians desperately pleading for help.

The United Nations’ Special Rapporteur on Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Executions has also concluded that the video is authentic. The film has been important, making it implausible for diplomats to ignore that a consistent pattern of gross human rights violations took place. 
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