The UN Secretary General’s Panel of Experts Report (PoE)
The three-member panel was set up in September 2010 following the Joint Statement made by UN Secretary–Genral Ban Ki Moon and Sri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapakse, after the Secretary-General Ban visited Sri Lanka shortly after the end of the conflict in May 2009. The panel consisted of Mr. Marzuki Darusman (Indonesia), Ms. Yasmin Sooka (South Africa) and Prof. Steven Ratner (USA).

The panel was tasked with examining “the modalities, applicable international standards and comparative experience with regard to accountability processes,” taking into account the nature and scope of any alleged violations of international humanitarian and human rights law during the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka. They began their work in September 2010.

The panel’s findings contradict many of Sri Lanka’s public assertions about the conduct of its troops and support the critic arguments that the Sri Lankan military deliberately shelled civilians caught in the war zone. Tens of thousands of Tamil civilians trapped behind enemy lines may have died during the fighting[
]. 

Sri Lanka’s government, which refused to cooperate with the panel, has criticized the Report’s findings as “fundamentally flawed” and based on unverified claims.

The Panel calls on the Sri Lankan Government immediately to “commence genuine investigations into these and other alleged violations of international humanitarian and human rights law committed by both sides involved in the armed conflict.” The report also recommends that the Secretary General “immediately proceed to establish an independent international mechanism”.
The evidence obtained by the panel revealed  "a very different version of the final stages of the war than that maintained to this day by the Government of Sri Lanka"[
]. The panel found "credible allegations, which if proven, indicate that a wide range of serious violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law were committed both by the Government of Sri Lanka and the LTTE, some of which would amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity".[
] The panel concluded that the "conduct of the war represented a grave assault on the entire regime of international law designed to protect individual dignity during both war and peace".[
]
The panel found "credible allegations" that the Sri Lankan military/government killed civilians through widespread shelling; shelled hospitals and humanitarian objects; denied humanitarian assistance; violated the human rights of civilians and Tamil Tiger combatants; and violated the human rights of  non- combatants outside the conflict zone such as the media representatives.[
] The panel found "credible allegations" that the Tamil Tigers used civilians as a human buffer; killed civilians attempting to escape Tamil Tiger control; used military equipment in the proximity of civilians; forcibly recruited children; used forced labor; and killed civilians using suicide attacks.

 Findings of the panel:
The Sri Lankan military according to the Panel Report used large-scale and widespread shelling causing large numbers of civilian deaths. This constituted a violation of humanitarian law with the civilian population of Vanni suffering significant civilian casualties

        The Sri Lankan government tried to intimidate and silence the media and other critics of the war using a variety of threats and actions, allegedly including the use of white vans to abduct and to make witnesses disappear.

        The Sri Lankan military shelled on a large scale the three Safe Zones where it had encouraged the civilian population to concentrate in order to seek safety. It did this even after saying it would cease using heavy weapons.

        The Sri Lankan military shelled the UN hub, food distribution lines and Red Cross ships coming to rescue the wounded and their relatives. It did this despite having intelligence as well as notifications by the UN, the Red Cross and others.

        Evidence supports that most of the civilian casualties were at the hands of the Sri Lankan military who shelled the supposed ‘safe areas’.

        The Sri Lankan military systematically shelled hospitals on the frontlines, which were clearly marked and are supposed to be protected by international humanitarian law. All hospitals in the Vanni were hit by mortars and artillery, sometimes repeatedly, despite the Sri Lankan military knowing their locations as sites that were to be legally protected.

        The Sri Lankan government systematically deprived civilians in the conflict zone of humanitarian aid, in the form of food and medical supplies, adding to their suffering. The government, arguably with intent, underestimated the number of civilians in order to deprive them of humanitarian aid.

        Tens of thousands of civilians were killed between January and May 2009. Many died anonymously in the final days and the actual numbers and identity are not known with accuracy.

 

After the war:

        The Sri Lankan government subjected the civilians who managed to escape the conflict zone to further deprivation and suffering.

        Screening for Tamil Tigers took place without any transparency or external scrutiny. Some of those separated by the screening were summarily executed whilst women were raped.[
] Others simply disappeared.

        All IDPs were detained in closed overcrowded camps where they were deprived of their basic rights and dignity. The conditions in the camps resulted in many unnecessary deaths in contravention of international instruments that insist on the protection of IDP camps.

        There were illegal interrogations and allegations of torture in the camps. Suspected Tamil Tigers were separated and taken to other facilities where they faced further abuse.

 International NGOs Comments on PoE Report
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay issued a statement on 26 April 2011 welcoming the publication of the report and supporting the report's call for further international investigation.[7] The statement went on to state;"The way this conflict was conducted, under the guise of fighting terrorism, challenged the very foundations of the rules of war and cost the lives of tens of thousands of civilians...I hope the disturbing new information contained in this report will shock the conscience of the international community into finally taking serious action...this report demand a full, impartial, independent and transparent investigation...Unless there is a sea-change in the Government’s response, which has so far been one of total denial and blanket impunity, a full-fledged international inquiry will clearly be needed"[8] 
1)      Amnesty International (AI) has called for international accountability for those responsible for the war crimes alleged in the report, stating that the "UN report finally exposes the Sri Lankan government’s whitewash in its efforts to deny justice to the war’s victims".[9] AI has urged the SG to ensure that the UN establishes "…a commission of inquiry to collect evidence on the alleged crimes by both sides, to determine who did what to whom, and to recommend next steps for bringing suspected perpetrators to justice in a transparent and timely manner".[10] 
2)      Human Rights Watch (HRW) stated, relying on the panel's findings, that both sides committed abuses and that the Sri Lankan government failure to hold its forces accountable showed the need for an international investigation.[11] HRW urged the SG to implement the panel's recommendation to establish an international independent investigation.[11] It has also urged Russia and China, "…to stop blocking efforts to find justice for victims in Sri Lanka and support the panel's recommendations".[12] 
3)      Eleven international human rights groups sent a joint letter to United States Secretary of State Hillary Clinton  (27 May 2011) urging the US government to use the 17th session of the United Nations Human Rights Council to press for international accountability for war crimes in Sri Lanka, welcome the expert panel's report, express concern at its findings and call for "full implementation" of the panel's recommendations.[13] 
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